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Public Report from Pe ra l t a ’s 
Independent Eyes on Measure A

The 2006 passage of Pe ralta Colle ges’ $390 million Me a s u re A bond cont i nu e s
to improve and re b u i ld Pe ra l t a ’s educational and ad m i n i s t ra t i ve build i ngs,

g ro u nds and infra s t r uc t u re. Bond proceeds also ac q u i re furnishings and equip-
me nt, and purchase and rehabilitate real property to ex p a nd much ne e ded 
e d ucational fac i l i t i e s. Me a s u re A ex p e nd i t u res are ove rseen and publicly 
reported by the Citizens’ Ove rs i g ht Committee which prov i des for tra ns p a re ncy
a nd public ac c o u ntability in the use of these fund s.

M e a s u re A Au d i t s

Pe ra l t a ’s appropriate hand l i ng of the bond ’s financial manage me nt and 
p e r fo r m a nce compliance with legal re q u i re me nts has been cons i s t e ntly 

c o n f i r med through inde p e nde nt aud i ts cond ucted by Va v r i nek, Tr i ne & Day Co.
L L P, CPA’s. An annual Financial Stateme nts Audit ex a m i nes fiscal manage me nt
a nd re p o r ts by the District’s Finance Departme nt. Pe r fo r m a nce Aud i ts de t e r m i ne
w he t her ex p e nd i t u res we re made in ac c o rd a nce with bond re q u i re me nts, state
law and the District’s legal dictates and policies. 

As in prior ye a rs, the 2015-16 aud i ts affirm that the District cont i nues to be 
in compliance with mandated legal and ac c o u nt i ng re q u i re me nts. No material
de f i c i e ncies we re unc ove red in the Financial Audit and the Pe r fo r m a nce Audit 
c o nc l uded that funds we re appropriately spent only on vo t e r - a p p roved pro je c ts.

“ Voter passage of Measure A enables the Pe ralta Community College District to
c o nt i nually upgrade and modernize our fa c i l i t i e s. Our goal re m a i ns to delive r
s t a t e - of - t he-art education and provide our student s, faculty and staff with 
a highly pro d u c t i ve wo r k i ng enviro n m e nt.” 

– Michael Mills, Committee Chair

FY 2015-16

B a r b a ra Lee Center for Scienc e
a nd Allied Health dedicated at
Merritt College in November 2015



May 2015
2118 Milvia St., acquired 
Berkeley City College, $4,052,033

College of Alameda
The new Center for Liberal Arts, the first entirely
new permanent campus facility in 25 years with
expected completion in December 2019, will
include classrooms, student gathering spaces, art
a nd apparel design labs, faculty and ad m i n i s t ra t i ve
offices, a faculty lounge and an art gallery. The
entirely East Bay-headquartered team chosen 
to design and build the Center aims to meet or
exceed the District’s goal of 25% SLBE/SELBE 
participation.

Laney College
Construction of the Building Efficiency for a
S us t a i n a b le To mo r row (BEST) Cent e r, with a 
S p r i ng 2017 completion, will put the District in
the forefront of sustainable building education.
Demand is growing for technicians who can 
ensure building performance that is comfortable,
a nd re l i a b le, and which also re d uces enviro n me nt a l
impacts and carbon footprints. The 4,257 s q u a re -
foot facility inc l ude s, classro o ms, a me e t i ng room
and building technology teaching laboratories.

Merritt College
The Barbara Lee Center for Science and Allied
Health, a new 110,000-square-foot building, 
was dedicated in November 2015. The Center 
will focus on STEM education in more than 20 
science teaching laboratories, 16 general-purpose
classrooms, and 50 faculty offices and associated
spaces. The building was constructed on time
and on budget with 49% of the construction 
work performed by small and local contractors.

Berkeley City College
Functions and preliminary design for the recently
acquired Milvia St. property have been defined
through a multi-faceted collaboration of future
building users, with priority attention given to
life, fire and seismic safety issues. Building mod-
ernization, with expected State Architect approval
in Fall 2017, will provide spaces for classrooms,
student programs, faculty offices, a bookstore,
lounge café and a student health center.

Spring 2017
Building Efficiency for a Sustainable Tomorrow
Center (BEST), projected completion
Laney College, $6,550,331

Measure A
progress at Pe r a l t a

Educational facilities throughout the entire Peralta District continue
to be renewed thanks to voter delivery of $390 million in the form 
of Measure A bonds to be sold. As of June 30, 2016, bond sales have
generated $325 million and $14,465,779 has been earned in interest.
Of that, $283,242,938 has been spent, $106,004,788 committed or
encumbered and an available bond balance of $9,640,159 remains.
Here are a few FY 2015-16 highlights…



In progress and in the pipeline
■ Berkeley City College
Milvia campus buildout and improvements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,000,000

■ College of Alameda
New Center for Liberal Arts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42,077,545 
($3,973,597 from earlier Measure E)
Library HVAC Study and Modernization  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $613,839
Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $656,867
Information Technology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,175,283

■ Laney College
Library and Resource Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $51,097,000 

( c o nt i ng e nt on State matching funds 
a nd earlier Measure E cont r i b u t i o n )

BEST Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,550,331
Title IX Women’s Athletic Locker Room Improvements  . . . . . . $2,600,000
Information Technology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $851,947

■ Merritt College
Parking Lot G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $700,000
Campus-wide Signage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300,000
Parking Lot H Survey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,700

■ District-wide
IT Server Room HVAC and Reconfiguration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $750,000

MEASURE A EXPENDITURES

Colleges in the Drivers’ Seat 

Through a Board-approved process, the majority of projects were
defined, prioritized and approved by each college and adopted 

by the Board of Trustees in the Integrated Educational and Facilities
Master Plan. This plan allows periodic review by each college and
defines a campus-based process for expenditure restructuring within
each college’s approved allocation. 

Prior to the Integrated Plan’s adoption, a small amount was spent
to fix pressing health-and-safety situations and deliver badly needed 
technology equipment to the four campuses.

Total Measure A Funds – Allocated and Available 
As of June 30, 2016 in rounded numbers, $283 million of the $390 million
b o nd has been spent and $5.5 million enc u m b e re d. An add i t io nal $106 millio n
is committed (projects approved and awaiting contracts or state matching
funds). $14.5 million in interest has been earned on bond proceeds.
The original bond amount plus interest earned has delivered a total of
$404,465,780 for Measure A projects.

S p e nt E nc u m b e red  Committed      Ava i l a b le

B e r ke ley City Colle ge $ 1 6 , 6 2 2 , 3 8 5 $1,178,869 $ 7 , 6 1 6 , 7 6 3 $ 0

C o l le ge of Alameda $29,541,604 $ 5 4 6 , 6 8 0 $ 3 9 , 7 8 0 , 1 7 6 $ 4 , 2 6 3 , 6 9 1

L a ney Colle ge $84,569,588 $3,199,015 $ 5 1 , 8 1 6 , 9 3 0 $ 2 , 1 4 2 , 6 3 1

Merritt Colle ge $87,450,831 $212,058 $ 2 , 4 1 8 , 4 1 0 $ 1 , 4 5 4 , 7 7 6

D i s t r i c t w i de Pro je c ts $54,129,679* $ 3 5 1 , 8 6 9 $ 3 , 4 7 8 , 6 3 2 $ 1 , 6 2 4 , 0 2 9

District Ad m i n i s t ration $10,928,851 $89,403 $ 8 9 3 , 8 7 6 $ 9 3 0 , 8 9 1
C e nt e r

TOTA L $ 2 8 3 , 2 4 2 , 9 3 8 $ 5 , 5 7 7 , 8 9 5 $ 1 0 6 , 0 0 4 , 7 8 8 $ 9 , 6 4 0 , 1 5 9

I nt e rest Earne d ---                ---               --- $ 1 4 , 4 6 5 , 7 7 9

*Allocated adjustment from prior year

December 2019 C e nter for Liberal Arts, projected completion
College of Alameda, $42,077,545



FY 2015-16Me a s u re A Cit izens ’  Oversig ht  Committee

A Message fro m
the Committee Chair

Michael Mills

Our Citizen’s Oversight Committee is absolutely committed to delivery of
facilities that support educational excellence, promote student success 

and accommodate faculty and staff needs. We ensure that Measure A monies,
approved in 2006 by voters within Peralta’s District boundaries, are spent
wisely, legally and only on projects determined by the ballot language.

Our charge and responsibility to oversee the bond program and fully inform
the public is taken very seriously. We deliver an annual progress report to the
public; and to the best of our knowledge, based on current auditor reports
and regular reporting by the District, the Committee finds that the Peralta
Community College District is in full compliance with the responsibilities
described in Article XIIIA, Section 1 (b)
(3) of the California State Constitution
addressing community college districts’
bond indebtedness.

All members of the Citizen’s Oversight
Committee continue to appreciate the
confidence you have placed in us.

Pe ralta science students >

Pe ralta Community College District

333 East 8th St. ■ O a k l a nd, CA 94606
p e ralta.edu ■ (510) 466-7200

Watching the Money

During FY 2015-16, the Citizen’s Oversight
Committee consisted of eight members

representing specific interests. Its meetings are
open to the public.

■ Committee Members  ( p ho to: left to right )

M i c h ael Mills, Commu n i t y - a t - L a rge (Chair)
K a ren We i nstein, Commu n i t y - a t - L a rge
Z ac Unge r, Labor Org a n i z a t i o n
Adrien Abuyen, Pe ralta Stude nt
A r t hur Ku r rasch, Ta x p a ye rs’ Org a n i z a t i o n
D e b ra We i nt ra u b, Senior Citizens’ Org a n i z a t i o n
John Cane r, Bus i ness Organization ( not picture d )

C h a ntal Rey no ld s, Commu n i t y - a t - L a rge ( not picture d )

p r i nted on re cyc led paper • pho tos: Nick Sebastian; Faiza Ali


